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thought to have been taken, led the Mahdi to
decide to make at once a desperate attack upon
Khartoum, before reinforcements could enter
the town. It is probable that next day the
Mahdi sent letters to Farag Pasha, commanding
the black troops, who had been previously in
communication with him, offering terms for the
surrender of the town and stating that the
English had been defeated on the Nile.
Rumours were also prevalent in Khartoum of
the fighting at Abu Klea and the arrival of the
English at Metemma.
"On the night of the 25th many of the
famished troops left their posts on the fortifica-
tions in search of food in the town. Some of
the troops were also too weak, from want of
nourishment, to go to their posts. This state of
things was known in the town and caused some
alarm; many of the principal inhabitants
armed themselves and their slaves, and went
to the fortifications in place of the soldiers.
This was not an unusual occurrence, only on
this night more of the inhabitants went as
volunteers than they had done on previous
occasions.
"At about 3.30 a.m. on the morning of
Monday the 26th a determined attack was made
by the rebels on the south front.
" In my opinion, Khartoum fell from sudden
assault when the garrison were too exhausted
by privations to make proper resistance.
" Having entered the town, the rebels rushed
through the streets, shouting and murdering
everyone they met; thus increasing the panic
and destroying any opposition.